
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter 2019 

As this year ends 
As this year ends and gives way to a new one 

think of it as a gift you have received. 

In the joys and struggles, delights and losses, 

grace has made its way into you. 

Give thanks even if you don’t know what for. 

Whatever regrets you have for the year just passed, 

hand them over now. Without judgment, 

place them in the hands of the Forgiving One 

And let it all simply become part of your story. 

Whatever hopes you have for the year to come, 

trust it as another gift. 

Be prepared to welcome the moment 

each moment, with wonder and love. 

Whatever resolutions you make for the new year, 

Know that a deeper current than what you want or 

What you resolve is what God is doing in you. 

Attend, and follow. 

The new year will bring you grace. 

May you receive it deeply. 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes, unforldinglight.net  

 

“For outlandish creatures like us, on our way to a heart, a brain, and courage, Bethlehem is not 

the end of our journey but only the beginning — not home but the place through which we 

must pass if ever we are to reach home at last.”  

Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat 

 

I love this quote for so many reasons, not the least being that it recognizes the shared journey we are on as 

Christians, as community members, as holy neighbours. We are, indeed, “outlandish!” And, deep in the heart of 

Advent, our outlandish natures shine. Together we revel in the darkness, a darkness full of the promise of light and 

life. Together we juggle hope and anticipation, encouraging one another as our separate paths merge and we 

share a road that leads towards the accepting and nurturing and loving home of our Maker’s heart. 

All of you have become my fellow travelers, holy friends, and companions on this Advent trek. Together we remind 

one another to “Keep awake!” just as the gospels extol. And together we take our time moving through these 

sacred days, days that serve to prepare us for a pilgrimage that — as Buechner reflects — only begins in 

Bethlehem.  

I am glad that the community of St. James is not in a rush to see Advent end. The cycle of pausing, of repenting 

and turning, of resting in community, of recalling our roots in the ancient stories, is an important revolution in our 

Christian story. And marking a faithful Advent serves only to enhance the deep joy to behold at Christmas. 

Retelling the birth of our Saviour is to stir again in our hearts the joy and hope and promise we all long for in our 

lives. 

Allow yourselves to experience a holy Advent. And as Christmas draws nearer, be attuned to those moments of 

fresh excitement and energy. Then, as we wander into the new year, our hearts will be ready to receive again the 

newness, the awesome and striking realization that we are God’s beloved. 

May God sustain each one of us in compassion and love as we turn and dance again to the songs of promise 

echoing over the stable of new beginnings, the stable that shelters the birth of new and renewing possibilities. 

Love, 

 

 

 

Rev. Ann+ 

 

St James Anglican Church 
171 Queen St E, Fergus, ON 

Telephone: [519] 843-2141  

st.jameschurch@wightman.ca | www.stjamesfergus.ca 

         

Looking ahead into 2020 

January 
Wednesday 1st 7:00 pm Taizé Service 

Thursday 2nd 10:00 am Prayer Shawl Gathering 

Sunday 5th 10:30 am Epiphany 

  with guest speaker, Scott McLeod 

Wednesday 8th 2:30 pm Living Faith Study Group 

Sunday 12th 10:30 am Baptism of Our Lord with baptisms 

Friday 17th 6:00 pm Community Dinner 

Saturday 18th All Day Epiphany Retreat 

  with Rev’d Dawn Davis 

Wednesday 22nd 10:30 am A Week of Christian Unity 

  Nicholas Keith Room, Museum 

 2:30 pm Living Faith Study Group 

 7:00 pm Taizé 

February 
Wednesday 5th 2:30 pm Living Faith Study Group 

Thursday 6th 10:00 am Prayer Shawl Gathering 

Tuesday 11th All Day Clericus @ St James 

Sunday 16th 10:30 am Vestry Sunday 

Wednesday 19th 2:30 pm Living Faith Study Group 

Friday 21st 6:00 pm Community Dinner 

Tuesday 25th 5:00 pm Pancake Supper 

Wednesday 26th 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Taizé 

Saturday 29th 2:30-3:30 pm St James Sponsored Free Skate 

  @ Fergus Sportsplex 

March 
Wednesdays 2:00-3:30 pm Lenten Study 

Thursday 5th 10:00 am Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Friday 20th 6:00 pm Community Dinner 

Wednesday 25th 7:00 pm Taizé 

 

Regular weekly events: 

Mondays, 11am, Bible Study at The Vault, Fergus 

Wednesdays, Morning Prayer at 10 am 

Wednesdays, 12 noon, Women’s Community Lunch 

 

 

2020 Lenten Book 
Bishop Susan has chosen Inspired: 
Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, 
and Loving the Bible Again by 
Rachel Held Evans. 

Copies of the book will be 
available in the new year from the 
church office at $18 each. 
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REV AMY’S BOOK REVIEW 
The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything 
We see, Hope For and Believe  by Richard Rohr 

Looking over my book reports back to 2011, it seems I have never reviewed a book by 
Richard Rohr. I find this amazing, because I think Rohr is one of the outstanding liberal 
Christian thinkers of our time. His book Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of 
Life has shaped my thinking about growth and change during our lives, and the spirituality 
of my own advancing years. 

In his most recent book, The Universal Christ, Rohr makes the provocative statement, 
“Christ is not Jesus’ last name!”  Instead, he explains “Christ …was not just Jesus of 
Nazareth but something much more immense, even cosmic, in significance”. How that is 
so, and why it matters, is the subject of his book. Rohr asserts that “the Christ mystery is 
not a one-time event, but an ongoing process throughout time,” beginning with the creation of the universe and 
continuing until and into the breath we are currently breathing. Christ infuses everything:  all of nature, all people, all 
creativity and conflict and relationships. Christ is “absolute wholeness, complete incarnation, and the integrity of 
creation.” Christ is all love and all goodness. And, he says, “faith at its essential core is accepting that you are accepted!” 

In the first half of the book Rohr lays out his understanding of the man Jesus, and the Christ. In the second half Rohr 
considers how this understanding of the Christ can revolutionize how we practice our faith in ways big and small. He says, 
“Humanity now needs a Jesus who is historical, relevant for real life, physical and concrete, like we are. A Jesus whose life 
can save you even more than his death. A Jesus we can practically imitate, and who sets the bar for what it means to be 
fully human. And a Christ who is big enough to hold all creation together in one harmonious union.”   

This is a book to savour, not to be read quickly cover to cover.  I find that one chapter at a time is plenty for me.  It provides 
a new way of thinking about Jesus, and Christ, deeper than any I have encountered before.  It suggests ways I can carry 
this new understanding into my daily life, into my devotions, into our church community, and into the world. 

The Universal Christ is available from the Wellington County Library. Or on-line or on order from local booksellers for 
about $30 (only hardcover available at this time).  Also available on-line in audio and ebook editions. 

 

THE BOOK CLUB 
Book Club List | January to November 2020 

Each month the leader will start with a short bio on the author and the selected book and what their thoughts were both 
positive and negative to begin our discussion. Some books may have a source of questions which could be helpful as well.  
Host is Anne Warner. 

Wednesday, January 15th, 1:30 pm  
Grateful, The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks by Donna Butler Bass 

Wednesday, February 19th, 1:30 pm 
Becoming by Michelle Obama 

Wednesday, April 15th, 1:30 pm 
Under the Visible Life by Kim Echlin 

Wednesday, May 20th, 1:30 pm 
Ride the Rising Wind; One Woman’s Journey Across Canada by Barbara Kingscote 

Wednesday, June 17th, 1:30 pm 
The Pelee Project: One Woman’s Escape from Urban Madness by Jane Christmas 

Wednesday, September 16th, 1:30 pm 
Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga 

Wednesday, October 21st, 1:30 pm 
Aggie’s Storms, The Making of a Political Pioneer (first book of 3 in the series) by Donna Mann 

Wednesday, November 18th 1:30 pm 
Reproduction by Ian Williams, 2019 Guiller Award Winner 

 
 

 

Sometimes, during the Advent season, Christians make the mistake of clinging too hard on the idea of a 

Jesus that looks like them and only like them. Here are some incredible images of Mary and Child that can 

help remind us that Jesus did not just come for one niche group, he came for everyone. 
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1. "Madonna and Child," created by 

Parker Fitzgerald, based on the Irish 

illuminated gospel, Book of Kells. 

2. "Mother of God, Queen of China" by 

Chu Kar Kui. 

3. Haitian Madonna and Child by 

Ismael Saincilus. 

4. Sunshine Mother and Child by 

Shijun Munns 

5. Holy Family by Kelly Latimore 

6. José y Maria by Everett Patterson of 

Portland, Oregon 

7. (North American) Indigenous 

Mother and Child by David Forte 

8. Mother and Child by J. Kirk Richards 

9. Erzulie Dantor, Voodoo Madonna 

and Child 

10. "Madonna of the Moon," by Sister 

Teresa, a Japanese Carmelite nun 

 



 

  
Introduction, Advent for Everyone: A Journey with the Apostles 
by N. T. Wright (Copyright © Nicholas Thomas Wright 2017) 
 
As Christmas has become more exhausting and commercialized, many people find that keeping the preparatory season of 
Advent helps them to stay focused and recover something of the mystery and excitement that Christmas itself ought to 
have. Many churches now hold special Advent services. As we approach the darkest time of the year (in the northern 
hemisphere at least), Advent offers a gleam of light. And hope.  

But Advent itself can be puzzling. ‘Advent’ means ‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. The hymns and readings often used during this 
season seem to be about two quite different things: about waiting for the ‘first coming’, the birth of Jesus, and about 
waiting for his ‘second coming’ to put every- thing right in the end. How did these things get muddled up? How can we 
make wise, prayerful sense out of it all?  

The early Christians developed the ‘church’s year’ as a way of telling, learning and reliving the story of Jesus, which stands 
at the heart of our faith. As they did so, they came to understand that it wasn’t simply a matter of going round and round 
the same sequence and never getting anywhere. Think of a bicycle wheel; it goes round and round, but it is moving 
forwards, not standing still. The same circuit around the hub of the wheel becomes part of the forward movement of the 
bicycle as a whole. So it is with the church’s year. We go round the circuit: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week 
and Good Friday, Easter, Pentecost. The traditional Western churches sum all this up on Trinity Sunday, as we learn more 
deeply who our glorious God really is. But the point of it all is that, in doing this, we are not simply going round and round 
the same topics and never getting anywhere. We are signing on as part of God’s larger project, God’s forward purposes, 
his plans for the whole creation to be renewed, so that (as the prophets said) the earth will be full of the knowledge and 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. In Jesus, God brought heaven and earth together; in his second coming, that 
joining together will be complete. That is the Advent hope.  

So the church’s year overlaps with itself. In Advent, we think our way back to the ancient people of God, to the call of 
Abraham and his family as the start of God’s rescue operation for a world in ruins and a human race in chaos. We follow 
the story of Israel’s hope, a hope that refused to die no matter what terrible things happened; a hope that the first 
Christians believed had become human in the baby Jesus. With that ‘first Advent’, it was clear that God’s rescue operation 
for humans and the world had been decisively begun but not yet completed. Jesus really did launch God’s kingdom ‘on 
earth as in heaven’ in his public career, his death and his resurrection. But it was clear, because of the sort of thing this 
kingdom was, that it would then need to make its way through the humble, self-giving service of Jesus’ followers, until the 
time when Jesus returned to finish the work, to put all things right, to banish evil and death for ever, and to bring heaven 
and earth completely together.  

The ‘second Advent’, then, overlaps with the first. We celebrate Jesus’ first coming, and use that sense of fulfilment to fuel 
our hope for his second coming and to strengthen us to work for signs of that kingdom in our own day. We live between 
the first Advent and the second. That is one way of saying what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  

The readings in the present book have been chosen to help you ponder and pray through what all this means: what it 
meant at the time (we always have to go back to that to check our bearings) and what it means today and tomorrow (we 
always have to come forward to that to stay on track). My hope and prayer is that this book will help individuals, groups 
and churches to be ‘Advent people’: people of light in a dark world, people of hope in times and places of despair. People 
who follow Jesus. 

Advent: Hearing God in a Female Voice 
by Joe Kay (sojo.net, 2017) 
 
A female voice begins the Jesus story. In Luke’s version, a woman decides all by herself — a subversive thing! — whether 
the Jesus story will even happen. Mary’s "let it be" gets everything started. 

A courageous, hesitant, female voice brings God more fully into the world. 

Advent is a good time to honor, cherish and listen to the many strong female voices that challenge us, teach us, love us, 
and bring us into a deeper experience of God, if we let them. 

Then and now, those female voices are widely ignored, marginalized, and muted by those who think that only males 
should be heard. The Jesus story turns all that upside-down. It places women front and center, right from the start. 

Mary’s role is shocking in a time and a place when only men made the big decisions and women were treated more like 
property than persons. That’s only the beginning of this theologically radical and socially subversive story. 

Luke’s version has Mary visiting her relative Elizabeth, uniting two strong women in a divine moment. Mary preaches 
about God’s passion for justice in ways that her son would later repeat, which is no surprise. 

After all, who teaches Jesus and molds him? His mom. Jesus first learns about God through a female voice. 

Perhaps that’s why Jesus is so persistent about ignoring and violating the rules in his society and his religion that try to 
limit the role of women. He constantly interacts with women in ways the religious and social leaders find scandalous. 

There’s the famous story of Jesus visiting two sisters and one of them chooses to sit with him and discuss religion — a 
man’s realm — instead of joining her sister Martha in preparing the meal, as a woman was required to do back then.  

We all know that the Jesus story culminates with women showing courage and love while the men run and hide. Peter 
denies knowing Jesus to save his hide. The women? They risk their lives to be with Jesus up to his last breath. 

And as the story goes, two days later it’s the women who have the courage to go to the tomb. While the men are still 
hiding in fear, the women experience the still-alive Jesus. He tells them to teach the men what they’ve experienced. The 
men will learn from the women. 

Predictably, the men don’t believe the women and dismiss their accounts. They run to the tomb to see for themselves. 
And yet, they don't experience the still-alive Jesus that the women already know. 

The same thing happens in every generation: Men choose to ignore the voices of women who have experienced things 
they know nothing about. 

The men who took control of the church marginalized women, something Jesus would find appalling. They dishonestly 
portrayed Mary of Magdala as a prostitute. Jesus’ mother was limited to the role of the “Virgin Mary” instead of the 
courageous, let-it-be Mary who changed everything all by herself. 

Today, many faith communities bar women from going to the pulpit and telling about their experiences of the still-alive 
Jesus. Women’s voices are marginalized and ignored, just like 2,000 years ago. 

Our society considers a female voice less believable and less important than a male voice. When it comes to sexual abuse, 
for instance, a man’s shifting denial is believed over the word of so many courageous and prophetic women saying 
#MeToo. 

It’s long past a time for change. 

Let’s use this Advent — the season that starts with one woman’s courageous voice — to pay closer attention to all the 
female voices in our world. Let’s honor them and hear God still speaking to all of us through them. 

May we let those voices teach us their truths, especially the truths that we’re reluctant to hear. May we allow their 
courageous and persistent “let it be” change each of us and our world all over again. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Introducing Luisa Parish, Women’s Community Lunch Co-ordinator! 
 
Luisa lives here in Fergus with her husband Corey and 3 adorable and spunky children. She has 
been a stay at home mom for 8 years. Luisa is very crafty and loves to bake but hates cooking ;)  
 
 The Parish family have lived here for four and a half years and they have a heart for the 
community. The family worships at Central Pentecostal Church where Corey is on the pastoral 
team. Luisa has joined with The Community of St. James as we re-imagine our work and 
ministry in downtown Fergus with some of our community’s most vulnerable. Watch in the new 
year for programming and feasting delights! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Community Meals Schedule 
There’s now a community dinner each week in Centre 

Wellington, and 2 community lunches each week. 

All are welcome. No charge. Excellent food, 

conversation, fun! 

Each month: 

• 1st Friday @ Knox Presbyterian, Elora  

• 2nd Thursday @ Centre Wellington High School 

• 2nd Friday @ Central Pentecostal, Elora 

• 3rd Friday @ St James Church, Fergus 

• 4th Friday @ Melville United, Fergus 

Doors open at 5.30, dinner served at 6 pm. 

 

Every week: 

Wednesdays at noon: 

Women’s Community Lunch @ St James Church, Fergus 

Mondays at noon: at Creperie, 40 Mill St West, Elora 

 

Christmas Holiday Meals 
Community Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday, 25th December, 4 – 8 pm 

at Grace Christian Fellowship, 35 Farley Road, Fergus 

Bungalow Community Holiday Luncheon 

Monday, December 30th, 12 – 2 pm 

at St John’s Anglican Church, Elora 
 

 

Community Garden News 
Thank you to everyone who contributes to the success of the 
St James Community Garden, be it through labour or words of 
encouragement. 

I am pleased to announce that we received a Certificate of 
Recognition awarded by the Waterloo Region Community 
Garden Network stating: 

"Thank you for your contributions in building beautiful and 
sustainable communities!" 

If you have any questions about, or wish to participate in our 
community garden, please speak with Tammy Rutherford on 
519-820-2532 or trutherford111574@hotmail.com 
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Learning more about Indigenous communities and 

culture… 

Watch First Contact (TVO) 

First Contact takes a group of six non-Indigenous Canadians with strong opinions on 
Indigenous people and immerses them into Aboriginal Canada for the first time. The 
six participants are tested in extraordinary situations, their beliefs are confronted, 
their emotions pushed to the limit. https://www.tvo.org/programs/first-contact 
 
Listen Unreserved (CBC) 
Broadcast Sunday at 7 pm and Tuesday at 1 pm (or wherever you get your Podcasts!) 

Unreserved is the radio space for Indigenous community, culture, and conversation. 
Host Rosanna Deerchild takes you straight into Indigenous Canada, from Halifax to 
Haida Gwaii, from Shamattawa to Ottawa, introducing listeners to the storytellers, 
culture makers and community shakers from across the country. The Unreserved team 

offers real talk from the people behind the headlines, with a soundtrack from the 

best in Indigenous music. https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved 

Podcasts for the more adventurous… 
 

   

  

 

 

 

On Being with Krista Tippett 

The flagship show from the On Being 

Project. Conversations about the big 

questions of meaning, since 2003. 
 

Becoming Wise 

Depth and discovery, in the time it takes 

to make a cup of tea. 

Living the Questions 

An occasional On Being segment where 

Krista Tippett muses on questions from 

our listening community. 

Everything Happens 

Life isn’t always bright and shiny, as Kate Bowler knows. Kate is a young mother, writer and professor 

who, at age 35, was suddenly diagnosed with Stage IV cancer. In warm, insightful, often funny 

conversations, Kate talks with people about what they’ve learned in dark times. 

 

The Way of Love: with Bishop Michael Curry 

“The way of Jesus is the Way of Love. And the Way of Love can change the world,” Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry says. Conversations, featuring Bishop Curry along with podcast hosts, explore living a life 

committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial and redemptive love. 

Ear Hustle 

The Ear Hustle team works in the San Francisco Bay Area, both in San Quentin State Prison’s media lab 

and from offices on the outside, producing stories of life inside prison shared by those living it, and 

stories from the outside, post-incarceration. Stories that are sometimes difficult, often funny and always 

honest.  

This Movie Changed Me 

Conversations about how movies teach, 

connect, and transform us. 

Daily Prayer Apps 

 
Outlook 

Extraordinary first person stories from 

around the world. 

If you would like assistance setting up podcast listening  

or apps on your phone or computer, come visit the 

church office. Ann and Angela will be happy to help you. 

 

This app guides you on a new 

bite-sized retreat filled with 

scripture passages, soothing music 

and reflection questions that you 

can pray at your own pace. 

 

 

A daily prayer session lasting 

between ten and thirteen minutes, 

it combines music, scripture and 

some questions for reflection. 

A new take on the 500-year-old 

daily prayer practice of Ignatius on 

Loyola, offering flexible and 

adapatable versions of the 

Examen, inviting grace, gratitude, 

and insight into your daily life. 

 

https://www.tvo.org/programs/first-contact
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved


 

These beautiful creation cards are perfect all-occasion cards for 

sending someone a note of thanks or new year greetings. They are 

blank inside for your personal message. 

Each pack of six cards and envelopes showcase the Genesis story as 

brought to life by textile artist (and parishioner), Ruth Sproul. Gifted 

to St James in June 2017, they are on display in the narthex outside 

the Witcher Room. 

The cards depict Light, The Firmament, Land and Sea, Sun Moon and 

Stars, Fish and Fowl and Beasts of the Earth. 

$10 per pack. Available from the church office. 
 

Shop PWRDF’s World of Gifts 

❖ Gifts of Clean Water 

❖ Gifts of Climate Action 

❖ Gifts of Food Security and Livestock 

❖ Gifts of Health 

❖ Gifts Supporting Indigenous Communities 

Gifts start at just $20. Check it out at https://pwrdf.org/world-of-gifts/ 

 

 


